The role of chemoembolization in the treatment of colorectal hepatic metastases.
In this brief review, we discuss the role of transcatheter arterial chemoembolization in the treatment and palliation of hepatic metastases from colorectal tumors. Although surgical resection is the optimal treatment for hepatic colorectal metastases, only a small percentage of these tumors are amenable to resection. A number of other modalities are being evaluated for these patients, of which, transcatheter arterial chemoembolization is the most promising. However, patients should be carefully selected and monitored to study outcomes; preferably these patients should be entered into randomized controlled trials.